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ake a look at Maps 1 and 2. Map 1 was made in

1154 ce by the Arab geographer Al-ldrisi. The
SeCtion reproduced here is a detail of the Indian
Subcontinent from his larger map of the world. Map 2
Was made in the 1720s by a French cartographer. The
IWo maps are quite different even though they are of
the same area. In al-ldrisi's map, south India is where

- Wewould expect to find north India and Sri Lanka is
the island at the top. Place-names are marked in Arabic,
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Equally important is the fact that the ﬁ(‘.'i{’!l'l(‘.‘.'ﬁ‘. nf
Cartography differed in the two periods. When historians
read documents, maps and texts from the past they
have to be sensitive to the different h‘istorlfral
b.f-.u:?}’ig?‘*c""hl“dS - the contexts - in which information
about the past was produced.

New and Old Terminologies

if the context in which information is produced
changes with time, what about language and
meanings? Historical records exist in a variety of
languages which have changed considerably over the
years. Medieval Persian, for example, is different from
modern Persian. The difference is not just with regard
to grammar and vocabulary; the meanings of words
also change over time.

Take the term “Hindustan”, for example. Today we
understand it as “India”, the modern nation-state.
When the term was used in the thirteenth century by
Minhaj-i-Siraj, a chronicler who wrote in Persian, e

»f Punjab, Haryana and the lands
between-the Ganga and Yamuna. He used the term in
‘a-political sense for lands that were a part of the
dominions of the Delhi Sultan. The areas included in
this-term -shifted with the-extent of the Sultanate but
the.termm never ineluded south India. By contrast, in
the early sixteenth century Babur used Hindustan to Q

describe the geography, the fauna and the culture of
the inhabitants ef the subcontinent. As we-will seelater

| | : Can you think of
it the chapter, this was semewhat similar to theway  any other words
the fourteenth,century poet Amir Khusrau used the whose meanings

word “Hind”. While the idea of a geographical and change in different
cultural entity like “India” did exist, the term  contexts?
“Hindustan” did not carry the political and national | T
meanings which we associate with it today)f' e R S A |
Historians today have to be careful about the terms =~
they use because they meant different things in the past. |
Take, for example, a simple term like “foreigner”, It is
used today to mean someone who is not an Indian. In
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widely available. People used it to write holy texts,
[.|;|‘{II]I{'|L‘H of rulers, letters and teachings of saints,
I)l._,limmh and judicial records, and for registers ol
accounts and taxes. Manuscripts were collected by
wealthy people, rulers, monasteries and temples. They
were placed in libraries and archives. These manuscripts
and documents provide a lot of detailed information to
},\;‘} historians but they are also difficult to use.

: {\'l"ht‘rt‘ was no printing press in those days so scribes
copied manuscripts by hand. [fyoii have evercopled s
gmend’'s homework you would know that this is not a

simple exercise. Sometimes you cannot read your
friend s - handwriting and are forced to guess what is -

gwilten. As a result there are small but significant
differences in em® copy of geur dfiendis work.
Manuscript copying is somewhat similar. As scribes
copied manuscripts, they also introduced small changes
-aword here, a sentence there. These small diflerences
grew over centuries of copying until manuscripts of the

e\

Fig. 1
A painting of a scribe
making a copy of a
manuscript. This
painting is oniy
10.5ecmby 7.1 ecm in
size. Because of ils
size it is called a
miniature. Miniature
paintings were
sometimes used (o
illustrate the texts of
manuscripts. They
were so beautiful that
later collectors often
took the manuscripts
apart and sold just th
miniatures.
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same text became substantially different from one
another. This is a serious problem because we rarely
find the original manuscript of the author today. jWe
are totally dependent upon the copies made by later
scribes. As a result historians have to read different
manuscript versions of the same text to guess what the
author had originally written.

On occasion authors revised their chronicles at
different times. The fourteenth-century chronicler
Ziyauddin Barani wrote his chronicle first in 1356 and
another version two years later. The two differ from each |
other but historians did not know about the existence J

of the first version until the 1960s. [t remained lost in
large library collections.
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The Persian wheel.
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peasants. These new peasant gr OUPSéZ?EaL;I?“y biﬁgan

o be influenced by regional markets, S, Priestg

monasteries and temples. They became part of larg

complex societies, and were required to pay taxes apgq

offer goods and services (O local lords. As a resy)

significant economic and social diflerences emergeg

amongst peasants. Some possessed more productive
land. others also kept cattle, and some combineg
artisanal work with agricultural activity during the lean
season. As society became more differentiated, people
were grouped into jatis or sub-castes and ranked on
the basis of their backgrounds and their occupations.
Ranks were not fixed permanently, and varied according
to the power, influence and resources controlled by
members of the jati. The status of the same jati could
vary from area to area.
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when the Mughal Empire declined in the eighteenth

qary, it led 1o the re-emergence of regional stales
- ter 10). But years of imperial, pan-regional rule
[Cr(l]aslterﬁ‘d the character of the regions. ACross most ol
T:;- subcontinent the regions were left with the legacies
of the big and small states that had ru*led over them.
This Was apparent in the emergence ol many distinct
,nd shared traditions: in the realms of governance, the
management of the economy, elite cultures, and _
language. Through the thousand years betweer} 700 ; :
and 1750 the character of the different regions did not

grow in isolation. These regions felt the impact of larger

pan-regional forces of integration without ever quite
Josing their distinctiveness.

Old and New Religions

The thousand years of history that we are exploring
witnessed major developments in religious traditions.
People’s belief in the divine was sometimes deeply
personal, but more usually it was collective. Collective 9
belief in a supernatural agency - religion — was often .
closely connected with the social and economic
}_ Y)prganisation of local communities. As the social worlds

of these groups altered so too did their beliefs.

5-'"(“ was during this period that important changes
occurred in what we call Hinduism today. These
included the worship of new deities, the construction
of temples by royalty and the growing importance of
Brahmanas, the priests, as dominant groups in society,’

Their knowledge of Sanskrit texts earned the

Brahmanas a lot of respect in society. Their dominant
position was consolidated by the support of their
Patrons - new rulers searching for prestige.
gﬂ’ e of the major developments of this period was
the emergence of the idea of bhakti - of a loving,
Personal deity that devotees could reach without the
Ald of priests or elaborate rituals

i )You will be learnin
Ehaut this, and other traditions, in Chapter 8. .
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1. Who was co

nsidered a “foreigner in the past?

9. State whether true or false’ z

(a) We do not find inscriptions for the period afier

(b) The Marathas asserted their political impora;..

dlmg this peﬂm. - M
(¢) Forest-dwellers were sometimes pushed oo
their lands with the spread of agricultural
suddin Balban controlled Assam
Kashmir,
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¢aning of the term “Hind .
over the Senturtest ustan

9. What are the difficulties historians face in using =X

). How do historians divide the past into periods? Do
’mhmlnymblmmdmw?
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